Caledonia American Legion Memorial Post 305
Serving Our Veterans, Their Families and the Community
SEPTEMBER 2026

E R i S S i S i b i i S i i i b i i

FROM THE LEGION COMMANDER

American Legion Family,

I am honored to serve as the new Commander of our American
Legion Post. As an Army Veteran and a proud member of the
American Legion for the past 21 years, including 9 years as
our Post Adjutant, | have developed a deep appreciation for
the service, fellowship, and commitment that define this
organization. It is truly a privilege to continue serving this Post
and the members who make it such an important part of our
community.

As Commander, my vision is to strengthen the purpose of the
American Legion by fostering a welcoming, family-friendly
environment and expanding our commitment to veterans, their
families, and our community. | also want to express my sincere
thanks to the Michigan Department of Military & Veterans
Affairs for the grant award helping to offset the cost of our new
parking lot, as well as to the dedicated volunteers whose hard
work made this project possible. Their efforts are a great
example of what we can accomplish together. Please consider
donating to the post to help us pay for the parking lot. You can
use the QR code at the end of this newsletter, make a donation
at the post, or mail one in to our post at the following address:

Caledonia American Legion Memorial Post 305, 9548 Cherry
Valley Ave SE, Caledonia, MI 49316.

With over 1300 members amongst our various groups, we can
easily pay the lot off if everyone helps!

| also want to encourage everyone to take part in the many
upcoming events at our Post. Join us for the 5th Annual Wally
Ride on September 12th, hosted by our American Legion
Riders, and the Forever Young Adult Prom on September 18th
at 7:00 PM, which promises to be a fun evening and a great
opportunity for fellowship. Looking ahead, our next Polish
Dinner will be held on October 2nd, and our largest fundraiser
of the year, Operation Help-A-Vet, will take place on October
17th at the Barry County Fairgrounds. These events are all
volunteer-led, and they reflect the dedication, generosity, and
community spirit that make our Post so special.

I look forward to serving the American Legion family as
Commander and working together to continue strengthening
our Post for veterans, their families, and our community.

My name is Tammy Gehl, and | am a proud Auxiliary member
of Post 305. | have been a member since the day | landed
here 36 years ago, and this Post has held a very special place
in my heart throughout the years. | have had the privilege of
serving on our Auxiliary Board in years past; however, | have

never taken the wheel—until now! As | step into the role
of Auxiliary President, | ask that you please bear with me as |
learn and grow into this new position.

| want each and every one of you to know that | am open-
minded, approachable, and always willing to listen. | welcome
your suggestions, ideas, thoughts, and even constructive
criticism. Whether it is big or small, your voice matters, and |
want to hear it. My goal is to work together with all of you to
continue the growth, prosperity, and overall well-being of our
wonderful Post and Auxiliary! Thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to serve you in this new capacity. | am honored to
be your Aukxiliary President, and | look forward to

working alongside each and every one of you. Before we get
into everything coming up, | would like to give a huge shout-out
and heartfelt thank-you to Archie Warner of Harder and
Warner and Cherry Valley Greenhouse for their incredibly
generous donation of supplies to help spruce up the
landscaping in front of our building. Your generosity and
support are truly appreciated, and your contributions have
helped make the front of our Post look even more welcoming
and beautiful!

Our first meeting will be held on September 9, 2027. Happy
Hour: 5:30p.m. Meeting Begins: 6:30p.m. | look forward to
seeing everyone there. Our Euchre Tournaments will begin
on September 19th.Check-In: 11:45a.m.-12: 20p.m.
Tournament Begins: 12:30p.m. sharp. Entry Fee: $10.00 per
person. Tournaments will run through April 17, 2027. No
tournament will be held in December. A big thank-you to our
gals who so generously donate their time to organize and run
these tournaments! If you need additional information, please
reach out to Cheri Parrish or Karen Wolicki. Post 305 will host
the Past Presidents Dinner, which will be held on September
28th at 6:30p.m. | am currently looking for 3 volunteers to help
with this event. More details will follow as | receive them. If you
are able to lend a hand, please let me know. Your help is
greatly appreciated!

Please keep your eyes peeled for the upcoming football
season schedule! The Post will be open on Sundays thanks to
a few selected Auxiliary/ALR bartenders who have graciously
volunteered their time to make this possible and rumor has it
there may be a special fried-food menu and pizza available on
football Sundays! More information will be coming as the
season gets closer.

Membership cards are in and available for purchase at the
bar.2027 Membership Dues: $40.00. Let's make this upcoming
year a great one for our Auxiliary and Post 305. | am looking
forward to seeing everyone at our meetings, events,
tournaments, and functions! Stay tuned—there is much more
to come! With appreciation and excitement for the year ahead,

God Bless each and every one of you, our Veterans and
Military!!!



FROM THE SAL COMMANDER
Hope everyone had a great summer. This year's SAL golf
outing was once again a success. Thanks to all that helped
out. The 2027 SAL membership cards are in and should be
available in early September. There will not be a fall steak fry.
Next meeting is Sept. 14" at 7:00pm; pizza at 6:30pm.

I would like to challenge everyone to attend just one meeting
this upcoming year.

............ David Shellenbarger

AV,

FROM THE ALR DIRECTOR Gk
Summer is still in full swing but slowly giving way to the cooler
riding weather of the fall. The Riders have put in thousands of
miles all over the state, including the UP, and beyond. Over the
summer, we rode “The Serpent” in Southern Indiana (1150
Miles), and “Hell to Paradise” (2100 miles). We've also
participated in many local charity rides and events. Our
membership has grown to over seventy riders with more
joining each week. If you have a bike or know someone who
rides, tell them to join us on Thursday nights for a ride and
dinner at some local establishment.

“22 a Day;” a somber statistic representing veterans who have
lost their personal battle with PTSD--a number we all want to
reduce to zero. Many events we participate in every year have
a positive impact and are beginning to reduce this
number...but there is always more work to be done. If you
know a veteran who is experiencing hard times or depression
symptoms, reach out and offer support or have them contact
the Veterans Crisis Line Dial 988 then Press 1 or at
VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat. A few simple words of support
may change their minds and keep them with us.

September 12th is our fifth annual Wally Ride for all veterans’
past and present, including our former Director, Wally Brodock
and longtime member Roger Haveman. Funds go for many
charities, focusing on help for veterans with PTSD and training
Service Dogs like “Wally,” a yellow lab who will complete his
training early next year. To date, we've helped establish two
local teams of Veterans and service dogs...Jeremy (USMC)
and Gipper (a black lab) plus Trevor (USA) and Bella (also a
black lab). Registration for the Wally ride starts at 9 and
kickstands up at 11:30am. Please join us afterwards for live
60's-80's rock in the hall! We would also like to thank the
Legion and its staff for all the support that they have given us
during the busiest season we’ve ever had!

............ Alex F.DeVoe

FROM THE POST MANAGER

Hello Members,

What a crazy busy summer at 305. We had over 22 hall
rentals. Some were Caledonia Class reunions. One was the
class of 1966. They hosted an afternoon luncheon for their
class. They gifted the Legion with a substantial donation on

behalf of two classmates they lost after graduation in the
Vietnam war. Their pictures are in our glass cabinet in the
lounge.

As you all know we shut down for 4 days to resurface our
parking lot. It turned out amazing. It made the property look
awesome and definitely safer for our members. Thanks to
everyone that helped make it happen.

Some happenings in September include:

Hosting the 5% district dinner on the 10™.

The Wally ride on the 12%.

Our first ever 305 Forever Young Adult Prom on the 18™. You
will not want to miss this one. Tickets available in the lounge.
The 5" District Auxiliary Past Presidents dinner on the 28™,
Check out the calendar and get involved.

As always, talk to me if you have concerns or accolades for our
team. Thank you all for supporting 305.

Peace and happiness to all.

Polish Meal Fundraiser Friday Oct.2. Noon until
7PM or gone. Open to Public $15, fresh Kielbasa,
Golumpki (Cabbage Roll), Pierogies (Potato &
Cheese Dumplings), Kapusta (Sauerkraut) Rye
Bread. Proceeds benefit Community Rebuilders
Homeless Veterans Program. Prizes include $500
Meijer shopping spree, Lowes craftsman toolbox
& tool set, Airbnb getaway, Blackstone griddle, 4
burner gas grill/air fryer, & 50-inch smart tv.

BRICK WALL OF SUPPORT

Bricks may be purchased by anyone wishing to show support
of our Post, you do not need to be a member of the Legion,
SAL or Auxiliary. Bricks may also be purchased in memory of
friends or family who have or are serving in the military. Call
the Post at 616-891-1882 for details.

Use the QR code below to donate to the
post and help us pay off our parking lot!




